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SBC  leaders  declare  Solemn  Assembly 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  ANov.  12  open  letter  calling 
Southern  Baptists  to  observe  a  Solemn 
Assembly  day  of  prayer  in  January 
declared  that  Americans  'live  in  des¬ 
perate  times"  and  need  "a  heal-the- 
tand  kind  of  blessing"  from  God. 

A  Call  to  Solemn  Assembly,  issued 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
Great  Commission  Council  (GCC)  — 
composed  of  the  heads  of  the  conven¬ 
tions  entity  organizations  —  echoed 
a  call  by  Bryant  Wright,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
pastor  of  Johnson  Ferry  Church  in 
Marietta,  Ga.,  for  churches  to  observe 
a  day  in  January  as  a  day  of  seeking 
God  in  prayer  and  repentance. 

"We  live  in  desperate  times.  Our 
lives,  our  families,  our  churches,  our 
communities,  and  our  nation  reflect  the 
ruinous  effects  of  our  sinful  ways.  To 
some  degree  we  all  have  pursued  the 
things  of  the  world  and  stand  guilty  of 
worshipping  the  created,  not  the 
Creating  the  letter  said.  "...We  must  I 
and  come  before  the  Father  with 
rite  howr.  1**-need  a  hea!-the- 
kind  of  blessing.'' 

Richard  Land,  president  of  die  SBC's 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
in  Nashville  and  GCC  chairman,  said  the 
need  for  repentance  is  dear. 

"It  is  undeniable  that  God's  people 
need  to  return  in  repentance  and  humili¬ 
ty  to  Him  in  service  to  a  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  and  the  Great 
Commission,"  Land  told  Baptist  Press. 
"We  are  tragically  content  in  our  sinful 
state,  blissfully  unaware  of  our  position 
before  a  holy  Cod." 

"We  must  begin  with  each  of  us  exam¬ 
ining  our  own  nearts  and  getting  right 
with  God.  We  must  fall  before  God,  bro¬ 
ken  in  the  recognition,that  our  sinfulness 
is  an  affront  to  Him." 

Land  added:  "There  is  simply  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  repentance.  We  can't  legislate  the 
America  we  want;  we  can't  program  our 
way  to  the  America  we  want.  We  can't 
campaign  our  way  to  the  America  we  want 
and  we  can't  elect  our  way  to  die  America 
that  we  so  desperately  desire." 

"We  need  to  importune  God  for  a 
heaven-sent  awakening  that  will  ripen 
into  the  reformation  America  must  have 
at  every  level  of  our  sodety." 

The  challenge  to  hold  a  nationwide 
Solemn  Assembly  was  an  element  of  the 
Great  Commission  Resurgence  Task 
Force  report  adopted  during  the  June 
2010  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annu¬ 
al  meeting  in  Orlando.  The  report  asked 
that  the  newly  elected  SBC  president  lead 
the  network  of  more  than  42,000  church¬ 
es  to  concerted  prayer  "for  the  purpose 
of  calling  Christ's  people  to  return  to 
God,  to  repentance,  and  to  humility  in 
service  to  a  renewed  commitment  to 
Christ  and  the  Great  Commission." 

The  GCC  open  letter  said  repentance 
must  be  accompanied  by  renewed  dedi¬ 
cation  to  Christ. 
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"We  must  as  people  of  God,  enter  into 
sacred  assembly,  prostrate  ourselves  before 
Him,  confess  our  sins,  repent  of  our  trans¬ 
gressions,  and  thank  Goa  for  His  merciful 
blessings  upon  us,"  the  letter  said. 

"It  is  critical  that  the  people  < 
Southern  Baptist  individually  and  c 
rafcely  renew  their  covenant  commitment 
to  die  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords." 

Land  suggested  that  pastors  preparing 
for  the  Solemn  Assembly  explore  the  book¬ 
let,  Consecrate  the  People,  written  by 
Claude  King  and  available  from  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources.  Other  resources  for 
conducting  a  solemn  assembly  are  available 
on  the  Norai  American  Mission  Board  web¬ 
site  at  www.namb.net/SBCDayofPrayer. 

The  membership  of  the  Great 
Commission  Council  is  composed  of  the 
chief  executives  (in  parentheses)  of: 

•  Executive  Committee  of 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Nashville  (Frank  S.  Page). 

•  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  auxil¬ 
iary  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
in  Birmingham  (Wanda  S.  Lee). 

•  International  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Richmond,  Va.  {Clyde  Meador;  interim) 

•  North  American  Mission  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Inc., 
Alpharetta,  Ga.  (Kevin  Ezell). 

•  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Nashville  (Thom  S.  Rainer). 

•  GuideStone  Financial  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Dallas  (O.S.  Hawkins). 

•  Southern  Seminary,  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  (R.  Albert  Mohler). 

•  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth  (L.  Paige  Patterson). 

•  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  New 
Orleans  (Charles  S.  IGfclley  Jr.). 


•  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Ca.  (Jeff  lore). 

•  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.  (Daniel  L.  Akin). 

•  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  (R.  Philip  Roberts). 

•  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
commission  ot  me  boutnem  Dapost 
Convention  in  Nashville  (Richard  D.  Land). 

The  Great  Commission  Council 
serves  as  an  advisory  group  to  the 
entities  listed  above,  and  does  not 
exert  control  over  the  entities. 

A  Call  to  Solemn  Assembly 

We  live  in  desperate  times.  Our 
lives,  our  families,  our  churches,  our 
communities,  and  our  nation  reflect  the 
ruinous  effects  of  our  sinful  ways.  To 
some  degree  we  all  have  pursued  the 
things  oft die  world  and  stand  guilty  of 
worshipping  the  created,  not  the 
Creator  (Matthew  6:24;  1  John  2:15). 

However  far  we  may  have  wan- 
|  dered  from  the  calling  God  has  placed 
on  our  lives,  God  has  not  moved.  He  is 
the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever 
(Hebrews  13*>).  —  ■ 

Where  do  we  place  our  trust?  Have 
we  abandoned  our  faith  in  the  Lord?  In 
many  of  our  lives,  our  passion  for  Him  has 
grown  cold.  We  are  guilty  of  bearing  false 
witness  before  die  God  of  the  universe. 

Apart  from  the  cover  provided  by 
Christ's  work  of  atonement  there  is  no  hope 
for  a  stiff-necked  people  (Isaiah  13:11; 
Revelation  God's  judgment  is  swift  and 

sure;  His  wrath  as  without  compare-only 
the  blood  of  His  Son  holds  back  His  sword 
of  justice  (Galatians  2:20).  For  those  who  call 
upon  the  name  of  His  Son,  His  mercies  are 
without  end  (Psalm  145:8-9, 14-21). 

We  must  repent  and  come  before  the 
Father  with  a  contrite  heart.  We  need  a 
heal-the-land  kind  of  blessing  (2 
Chronicles  7:13-14). 

We  must,  as  people  of  God,  enter  into 
sacred  assembly,  prostrate  ourselves 
before  Him,  confess  our  sins,  repent  of 
our  transgressions,  and  thank  God  for 
His  merciful  blessings  upon  us  Qoel 
1:13-14,  2:12;  Romans  12:1).  * 

It  is  critical  that  the  people  called  Southern 
Baptist  individually  and  corporate!} 
their  covenant  commitment  to  the 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords  (Mark  1230). 

Pastors,  as  shepherds  of  His  flock,  we 
urge  you  to  call  the  Christ-followers  in 
your  care  to  consecrate  themselves,  to 
throw  off  that  which  distracts,  tempts,  or 
otherwise  disables  them  from  obediently 
following  God  (Genesis  35:2-5;  Exodus 
19:10-ll;joel  2:16).  We  need  to  make  way 
for  die  Lord  (Hebrews  8:10). 

We  join  Dr.  Brvant  Wright,  President  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  in  calling 
Southern  Baptists  to  a  Solemn  Assembly  ~ 
that  in  die  sight  of  God  and  His  witnesses 
we  might  renew  our  commitment  to  Christ 
and  the  Great  Commission  (Zechariah  13). 
May  God  alone  be  glorified. 

-  Great  Commission  Council  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Bible  literacy  spotlighted  on  new  website 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  oaee  artirlm  intm.  - - - 


NASHVILLE,  Tenrt  (BP)  — 
Greg  Thombury  teaches  Old  and 
New  Testament  survey  courses 
to  some  of  the  brightest  students 
from  some  of  the  most  respected 
churches  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
dwcwered  a 

"There  have  been  some 
moments  where  I'm  talking 
about  a  biblical  story  and  get¬ 
ting  that  stare  like,  'I'm  not 
really  following  you  here/"' 
said  Thombury,  dean  of  the 
school  of  theology  and  mis¬ 
sions  at  Baptist-affiliated 
Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Trc  "I  began  to  realize  that 
(teaching)  what  happens  in 
the  Bible,  story  for  story, 
scene  for  scene,  is  just  not 
something  that  is  really  being 
done  that  well  in  churches." 

Thombury  began  adminis¬ 
tering  a  Bible  facts  quiz  on  the 
first  day  of  class,  asking  for 
information  such  as  the  name 
of  Isaac's  brother  and  a  list  of 
the  Ten  Commandments. 
Most  students  failed. 

Yet  Thombury  believes  he  has 
found  a  remedy  to  such  b&iical 
illiteracy  tnr  partnering  with  a 
coalition  or  evangelicals,  indud- 
lrig  several  Southern  Baptists,  to 
launch  BiWeMesh.com,  a  web¬ 
site  that  teaches  the  Bible  as  a  sin¬ 
gle  storyline  focusing  on  Jesus. 

Published  by  former 
American  Standard  CEO 
Emmanuel  Kampouris,  the 
website  tells  the  entire  bibli¬ 
cal  story  through  90  minutes 
of  video  animation  anchored 
by  New  York  City  pastor  Tim 
Keller,  author  of  the  best¬ 
seller;  The  Reason  for  God. 

The  website  abo  features  com¬ 
mentary  by  a  plethora  of  noted 
evangelicals:  Hundreds  of  one- 


page  articles  intro-  ■■■■ 
duce  key  Bible 
ideas  while  short 
teaching  videos 
expound  crucial 
points.  A  personal¬ 
ized  learning  tool 
tests  users'  knowl¬ 
edge,  shows  them 
what  they  need  to 
study,  and  moni¬ 
tors  their  progress. 

The  site  also 
features  social  net¬ 
working  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and 
churches. 

Access  to  the 
Biblical  Story 
Course  is  $49.99 
for  individuals, 
with  discounts  for 
church  groups. 

Pastors  receive 
free  access  for  one 
year  if  they  sign 
up  on  the  ate 
before  Jan.  1. 

"BibleMesh  is 
not  just  facts.  It's  a 
whole-Bible  theol¬ 
ogy  approach  to 
leamingthe Bible,"  ON  UNI 
said  Thombury,  *t  Union  U 
the  project's  theo-  www.Bible 
logical  editor.  He  focusing  or 

added  that  he - 

plans  to  use  the  site  in  Old  and 
New  Testament  survey  courses^ 
biblical  theology  classes,  and 
even  his  adult  Sunday  School 
da»  at  Englewood  Church  tn 
Jackson,  Tn. 

Among  the  other  Southern 
Baptists  on  the  BibleMesh  edi- 
tonal  team  are  Mark 
Cpppenger,  professor  of 
Christian  apologetics  at 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky„  and  C.  Ben 
Mitchell,  Graves  Professor  of 


Profanity  skyrockets 


LOS  ANGELES  (BP)  —  Four  months  after  an  app  «als  court 
struck  down  the  Federal  Communications  Commission's 
broadcast  standards,  a  new  study  shows  that  pr  vanity  on 
broadcast  television  has  risen  nearly  70%  in  the  past  five  years. 
The  study  by  the  Parents  Television  Council,  which  compared 
die  first  two  weeks  of  the  networks'  2010  fall  lineup  wtfhthe 
first  two  weeks  of  the  2005  fall  lineup,  found  tha1.  profanity 
increased  69%.  Movies,  news  programs,  and  spot  ing  events 
were-not  included  in  the  study.  The  study  also  Sported  that 
harsher  profanities  are  now  being  use d,  and  it  ad  ted  that  the 
greatest  increase  in  the  use  of  the  harshest  profanittes  took  place 
during  the  8  pm.  Eastern  period  often  biown  ls  the  Family 
Horn;  and  at  9pm.  Eastern.  Among  the  study's  findings: 

•  use  of  the  bleeped  or  muted  f-word  increased  from 
11  instances  total  in  2005  to  276  instances  in  2010/  an 
increase  of  2,409%. 

•  "use  of  die  bleeped  s-wofd  in  the  family  hour  increased 
from  11  uses  in  2005  to  42  uses  m  2010/ increase  of  281% 

,  •  "use  of  the  bleeped  or  muted  s-wmri  increased  from  11 
instances  in  2005  to  95  instances  in  2010/  an  increase  of  763%. 

•  use  of  "anatomical  and  sexual  references"  also  saw 
significant  increases. 

•  the  "Fox  broadcast  network  showed  the  greatest  per- 
hour  increase  in  use  of  profanity  from  2005  to  2010/  with 
an  increase  of  269%. 


longtime  Anglican  archbishop  of 
Nigeria;  ana  Christopher  Ash, 
director  of  London's  Comhill 
Training  Course. 

Coppeneei;  who  also  is 
pastor  of  Evanston  Church  in 


tlinois. 


"It's  going  to  be  a  joy  this  fall  to 
give  them  compiimentaiy 
that  our  church  will  purchase/ 

For  Mitchell,  BibleMesh 
represents  a  deep  personal 
interest  When  he  was  saved  at 
age  Id  he  knew  little  about  the 
Bible  and  developed  a  vora¬ 
cious  appetite  for  studying  it 
Now  he  hopes  to  pass  that 
appetite  on  to  others. 

Both  as  a  pastor  then  as  a 
seminary  professor  and  a 
college  professor,  my  interest 
in  others  knowing  the  bibli¬ 
cal  story  has  only  deepened 
over  time/  Mitchell  said. 


A  total  of  1,558  messengers  for  the  2,073  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches,  meeting  in  the  165th  session  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  ratified  without  opposition  a  record  Cooperative 
Program  budget  of  $30,047,997  for  2001. 


Vktory  Temple,  Greenville,  an  African-American  congregation  spon¬ 
sored  by  First  Church,  Greenville,  celebrates  three  years  of  ministry  with 
a  standing  room  only  crowd  of  164  people  in  the  mobile  chapel  provided 
by  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions  Offering.  Eddie  Jones,  pastor. 
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involved  mdude  Ahstair  Begg,  interest  When  he  was  saved  at 
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You  Can  Rbtom) 
Rent  Now! 


S&f; 


L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 


2.  I  want  fore  jiveness  I 
sins  and  freedom  from  < 
death.  Q  repent) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  r 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  i 
sins  and  to  restore  my  n 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  feats.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  jeans 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  oa  I  want  to  live  in  a  low¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Hkn.  Q 
receive  Christ  ms  mm  Smmme 
cad  Lord.) 

•Bids si —  •  ““ 


sells  a  device  that  mutes  foul  larauage  on  television.  Another 
company,  ClearPlay,  sells  a  DVD  player  that  mutes  bad  lan¬ 
guage  and  also  skips  objectionable  scenes  on  DVD  movies. 
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Death  panels,  after  all 
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Do  you  remember  the  missive  derision  s 

last  year  when  conservatives  warned  THAT  1 

that  "death  panels"  were  part  of  the 
2,200-page  legislation  that  became  known  as  y  ACC 

ObaxnaCare ?  The  critidsm  was  withering.  TVW 

"Right  now  it  seems  there  is  an  inten¬ 
tional  effort  to  distort  what's  in  the  legisla¬ 
tion  and  that’s  confusing  the  public 
debate,"  sniffed  John  Rot  her,  executive  vice 
president  of  policy  for  the  American 

Association  of  Retired  People  _  . 

(AARP),  which  heartily  support- 
ed  the  legislation.  - 

The  death  panels  allegation 
was  even  named  lie  of  the  Year  by 
a  prominent  web  site.  "Of  all  the 
falsehood*  and  distortions  in  the 
political  discourse  this  yea*  one  ■  f1  rz 
stood  out  from  the  rest. .  that  the  1 
government  would  set  up  boards  ■  ** 

to  determine  whether  seniors  and 
the  disabled  were  worthy  of  ca re," 

according  to  Politifact.com,  which  _ 

claims  non-partisanship  but  is  tomtmmtmmmi 
owned  by  the  St.  Petersburg 
m  Ha  Times,  one  of  the  most  liberal  The  Obam< 
r\*  I r  newspapers  in  the  country.  contain  exact 

w  Jr*  "There  is  nothing  in  any  of  die  els,  but  there 

tor  legislative  proposals  that  would  that  effect  in  t 

call  for  the  creation  of  death  pan-  leading  liber, 
els  or  any  other  governmental  body  that  matter  of  tinv 
would  cut  off  care  for  the  critically  ill  as  a  "Some  year 
cost-cutting  measure,"  wrote  The  New  York  to  get  die  real 
Times.  "But  over  the  course  of  the  past  few  a  combmatior 
months,  early,  stated  fears  from  anti-abor-  taxes,"  said  Pi 
tion  conservatives  that  Mr  Obama  would  winning  ecor* 
pursue  a  pro-abortion,  pro-euthanasia  columnist,  dur 
agenda,  combined  with  twisted  accounts  of  state  of  the  na 
actual  legislative  proposals  that  would  pro-  slant  federal  bi 
vide  financing  for  optional  consultations  Week  with  Chi 
with  doctors  about  hospice  care  and  other  Later  on  his  New 
'end  of  life'  services,  fed  the  rumor  to  the  Krugman  tirei 
point  where  ^overcame  die  debate."  K  u>  Amanpour. 


that  a  vor.co*?* 


The  ObamaCare  monstrosity  may  not 
contain  exact  wording  about  death  pan¬ 
els,  but  there's  a  strong  implication  to 
that  effect  in  the  law  and,  listening  to  our 
leading  liberal  intellectuals,  it's  only  a 
matter  of  time  anyway. 

"Some  years  down  die  pike,  we're  going 
to  get  die  real  solution,  which  is  going  to  be 
a  combination  of  death  panels  ana  sales 
taxes,"  said  Paul  Krugman,  a  Noble  Prize¬ 
winning  economist  and  New  York  Times 
columnist  during  a  recent  discussion  on  the 
state  of  the  national  economy  and  die  con¬ 
stant  federal  budget  overruns  on  ABC  s  This 
Week  with  Christiane  Axrumpour  show. 
Later  on  his  New  York  Times  blog, 


care  costs  will  have  to  be  controlled..." 
Right.  Thanks  for  the  clarification. 

Robert  Reich,  the  secretary  of  labor  in 
the  Clinton  Administration  and  one  of  the 
leading  liberal  lights  in  the  country,  told  an 
audience  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  in  2009  that  after  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  implements  measures  that  will 
mean  "less  innovation. . .  less  new  products 
and  less  new  drugs,"  they  shouldn't  expect 
to  "live  much  longer  than  your  parents." 

"And  by  the  way,  we  are  going  to  have 
to  —  if  you're  very  old,  we're  not  going  to 
give  you  all  that  technology  and  all  those 
drugs  for  the  last  couple  ot  years  of  your 
life  to  keep  you  maybe  going  for  another 
couple  of  months.  It's  too  expensive,  so 
we're  going  to  let  you  die,"  Reich  said. 

hi  many  parts  of  what  we  know  as 
Western  Civilization,  that's  already  the 
case.  In  The  Netherlands,  people  can  be 
euthanized  against  their  will  when  they 
become  too  great  a  drag  on  that  country's 
overburdened  hospital  system.  In  England, 
mothers  undergo  risky  and  unsanitary 
childbirth  on  the  streets  in  front  of  hospi¬ 
tals  because  they  have  been  denied  admit¬ 
tance.  In  Oregon  and  other  places  in  the 
U S.,  one  can  choose  assisted  suicide. 

Human  life  doesn't  mean  much  to 
humans.  Wars,  pogroms,  genocide,  legal¬ 
ized  abortion  and  eugenics  are  stark  evi¬ 
dence  of  that  fact.  Now  we  have  the  spectre 
of  death  panels  and  euthanasia  to  add  to 
the  list  Why  is  that?  Why  are  we  so  intent 
on  saving  whales  and  baby  seals,  while  at 
the  same  time  devising  new  and  better 
ways  to  wipe  as  many  people  as  possible 


state  of  the  national  economy  and  the  con-  ways  to  wipe  as  many  people  as  possible 
slant  federal  budget  overruns  on  ABCs  This  off  the  face  the  earth  as  quickly  as  possible? 
Wfeek  with  Christiane  Amanpour  show.  The  Bible  makes  it  clear  such  is  not  the 

Later  on  his  New  York  Times  blog,  intent  of  our  Creator.  We  are  important 
Krugman  tired  to  walk  back  his  comments  to  him,  if  .not  to  ourselves.  Will  it  be  too 
u>  Amanpour.  -What  1  meant  is  that  health  late  when  we  finally  learn  that  1 
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Earlier  this  month  1  had  the 
great  privilege  to  serve  as 
a  messenger  from 
Sparkman  First  Baptist  Church 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  State 
Convention.  What  a  great  Joy 
and  great  honor  to  be  involved 
with  what  the  Lord  is  doing 
through  Arkansas  Baptists. 

1  sense  grumblings  in  parts 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  about  the  state  con¬ 
ventions  and  about  the  validity 
of  their  work.  I  have  heard  a 
few  even  equate  current  sup¬ 
port  of  the  state  conventions 
with  a  lessened  desire  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  the  nations. 
With  that  in  mind.  I'd  like  to 
express  a  few  thoughts  about 
what  the  Lord  did  m  my  life 
through  our  annual  meeting. 

Find;  I  was  reminded  of  the 
partnerships  between  our  state 
conventions  and  the 
international  Mission  Board. 
Listening  to  the  report  of  die 
Missions  Ministries  Team  of  die 
Arkansas  Baptist  State 
Convention  (ABSC)  was  mov¬ 
ing  and  gave  the  messengers  a 
passionate  reminder  of  what 
God  is  doing  through  Arkansas 
Baptists  all  over  the  world  and 
all  over  North  America. 

We  were  reminded  of  our 
partnership  with  Baptists  in 
^frontier"  states.  We  were 
reminded  of  our  continued 
partnership  with  New  Orleans 
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Guest  Opinion: 

Don't  discount  our 
great  state  missions 

By  Eric  Moffett 
Sparkman,  Ar. 


that  happen  in  the  Arkansas 
Baptist  State  Convention  that 
probably  wouldn't  happen 
through  a  centralized  national 
entity.  I  think  of  things  like  our 
pregnancy  crisis  centers,  chil¬ 
dren's  homes,  summer  camps, 
missions  education  for  the 
church,  and  countless  other 
ways  that  our  state  convention 
helps  churches  to  do  the  work 
of  me  Gospel. 

Finally  I  was  encouraged  by 
the  preaching  of  God's  Word  in 
my  own  life.  I  feel  that  we  are 
at  a  point  in  our  conventions 
(state  and  SBC)  that  we  have 
firmly  set  our  foundation  on 
the  Word  of  God  and  now  is 
the  time  to  move  forward  with 
this  good  theology  as  our  cen¬ 
tering.  We  can  cooperate  and 
work  together.  Will  we  choose 
to  continue  our  partnership? 

If  you  are  confused  about 
what  our  state  convention  in 
Arkansas  actually  does,  begin 
making  plans  for  our  meeting 
next  year.  I  think  you  will  fina 
that  Arkansas  Baptists  are  being 


and  the  continued  recovery.  We 
were  reminded  of  our  contin¬ 
ued  work  in  Haiti.  We  were 
reminded  of  what  really  makes 
Southern  Baptists  different. 

Southern  Baptists  cooperate 
when  it  comes  to  missions.  Our 
state  conventions  links  church¬ 
es,  especially  smaller  churches, 
with  the  vyork  of  the  Spirit  all 
over  the  world.  If  anyone  is 
confused  about  state  conven¬ 
tions  and  international  mission 
work,  then  they  need  to  come  to 
one  of  our  annual  meetings. 
They  will  find  that  support  of 
the  A  BSC  is  support  tor  what 
God  is  doing  all  over  the  world. 

Second,  I  was  struck  by  the 
deep  desire  of  Arkansas 
Baptists  to  reach  the  people  in 
Arkansas.  I  was  reminded  that 
the  majority  of  people  in 
Arkansas  -  57%,  according  to 
the  latest  stats  —  are  without 
Christ.  Wow!  Personally,  I  felt 
and  still  feel  a  deep  conviction 


to  be  more  intentional  about 
the  relationships  our  church 


to  be  reached  for  Christ  then 
we  need  each  other. 

We  need  partnership,  coop¬ 
eration,  and  the  willingness  of 
Arkansas  churches  to  work 
together  for  the  work  of  the 
Gospel.  We  need  ways  to  work 
together  like  the  Across 
Arkansas  campaign  coming  for 
Easter  2011.  Our  goal,  our  com¬ 
mission,  is  to  make  disciples.  It 
starts  at  home  and  Arkansas' 
Baptists  have  a  lot  of  work  to 
do.  We  do  that  work  together. 

When  we  stand  before  the 
presence  of  the  throne  of  God  I 
nave  a  feeling  that  we  won't  be 
divided  by  individual  churches 
and  their  respective  ministries. 

Third,  I  was  reminded  why 
Southern  Baptist  work  has  been 
de-centralized.  There  are  things 


blessed  us  with. 


Moffett  is  pastrr  of  Sparkman 
(Ar.)  First  Baptist  Church  and  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  His  commen¬ 
tary  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press.  The  176th  Annual  Session 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  will  be  held  November 
1-2  at  First  Church ,  Jackson. 
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Blume  Orlando  registration  now  open 


■■■■■■■ 


12.  Cedar  Grov*  Orach,  Columbia 


with  7,153 
and  41  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith.  Shown  are 
national  director  Randy 
Creamer  Edith  Your«Mooa 

Safe  secretary;  and  Beverly 
Ellis,  vice-president. 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
"If  Sunday  School  isn't  good,  isn't 
worth  the  time,  how  can  we 
expect  people  to  come  back?" 

It’s  a  crucial  question,  said 
Art  Groomes,  one  of  the  speak¬ 
ers  at  the  National  Black  Sunday 
School  Conference  sponsored 
by  Life  Way  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  m  Nashville. 

About  250  pastors,  church 
Sunday  School  directors,  lead¬ 
ers*  and  teachers  from  across 
the  United  States  —  and  even 
one  from  Bermuda  —  attended 
the  sessions  at  LifeWays  home' 
office  in  Nashville. 

Groomes,  bivocational  pastor 
of  First  Family  Church  in 
Antioch,  Tn.,  underscored  the 
importance  of  great  expectations 
for  Sunday  School  in  sessions  he 
led  for  conference  veterans. 

"People  of  faith  need  to  be 
people  of  great  expectations," 
Groomes  said.  In  their  Sunday 
Schools,  he  said,  they  should 
"expect  new  people  every  week; 
expect  people  to  say  yes’  when 
asked  to  participate;  and  expect 
classes  to  grow  and  reproduce  as 
every  healthy  thing  does." 

Achieving  great  expectations 
entails  planning  for  good  filings 


to  happen,  especially  having 
teachers  who  are  prepared  with 
the  lesson,  Groomes  said.  "You 
never  know  when  someone  will 
show  up  for  the  very  first  time  to 
Sunday  School,  someone  you 
never  expected  to  sec;"  he  said. 

^  "YouWto  have  thought  it 
tfwough  brfore  they  get  there.  Is 
h^re  fresh  coffee  made?  Are 
filers  «nough  chairs?  Are  there 
people  there  to  greet  them?  Are 
mere  enough  books  and  extra 
Bibte?  Are  there  people  who  will 

ask  them  to  sit  with  them?" 

Follow-up  also  is  crucial, 
Groomes  said.  "Fallow  up  with  a 
phone  call  or  visit  that  very  day," 
he  said.  "At  least  don’t  let  it  be 
more  than  a  couple  of  days. 
Answer  their  questions.  Ask 
them  to  join  you  for  a  meaL" 

"For  many  new  people  in 
Sunday  School,  it’s  never  as 
much  about  the  place  as  it  is 
about  relationships,"  Groomes 
st Hi.  "Help  them  feel  like 

C-L: _ ■  : _ / _ _ 
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them  know  they  are  wel¬ 
come  and  important," 

Wells  saicL  "They  like 
that  Then,  you  invite  them 
to  your  worship  service 
where  the  pastor  supports 
the  Sunday  Sdicol" 

Wells  introduced  Mark 
Croston  Sr.,  pastor  of  East 
End  Church  in  Suffolk, 
Va.,  calling  him  a  Sunday 
School-loving  pastor.  "If 
you  want  to  see  what  a 
Sundaas  Sdwtl  fxioi 
looks  tike,  look  at  Mark 
Croston,"  Wells  said. 

Croston,  reiterating  that 
Sunday  School  is  where 
relationships  are  formed, 
encouraged  participants 
to  look  for  people  who  ai 
wounded  ana  carrying 
guilt  and  shame. 

"Time  doesn't  necessari¬ 
ly  heal  all  wounds," 
Croston  said.  "Sometimes 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PROMOTION  —  Listen.^ _ 1  .  Mi r _ I 

torMark  Croston,  participants  at  the  National  Blade  Sunday  School  Conference  School-  media  technology; 
Oct  22-23  in  Nashville  learned  that  Sunday  School  is  where  relationships  are  and  developing  an  effective 
tamed  and  people  who  are  wounded  can  find  help.  (BP  photo)  adult  outreach  team. 


Survey  School  is  a  safe  place,  a  Croston  said.  "Sometimes 
place  they  are  wanted,  a  place  the  wounds  are  seif-inftict- 
they  are  loved."  ed.  Sometimes  they  fester 

t  Jrffa ,  Elector  °*  because  we  don’t  appropriately 

Life  Way  s  black  church  relations  deal  with  them.  At  the  same 
area,  told  the  leaders  that  Sunday  time,  sometimes  guilt  can  just 
School  is  the  best  way  to  help  weigh  us  down.  We  groan; 
people  gpt  involved  in  a  church,  we’re  weak.  We  feel  completely 

overwhelmed  by  our  sin/ 
Sunday  School  leaders 
and  members  can  offer  the 
touch  that  helps  healing 
begin,  Croston  said.  "Just 
love  on  these  people,"  he 
said.  "Help  them  out" 
Participants  at  the  Oct 
22-23  conference  had  the 
opportunity  to  choose  from 
35  sessions  in  addition  to  a 
large  group  track  for  confer¬ 
ence  veterans  and  one  for 
new  attendees. 

Topics  included  the  nuts 
and  bolts  of  choosing  effec¬ 
tive  Bible  study  curricula  for 
Sunday  School  classes; 
learning  how  to  teach  for 
transformation;  age  sperif- 
1  —  Listening  to  a  sermon  by  Virginia  pas-  ic  helps  on  teens  in  Sunday 
National  Blaoc  Sunday  School  Conference  Schoo;  media  technology; 


David  Francis,  director  of 
Sunday  School  at  LifeWay,  in 
leading  a  session  on  Teaching  for 
life  Change;  highlighted  three 
facets  of  teaching  in  a  way  that 
leads  to  life  change  in  individu¬ 
als,  "three  intertwined  facets 
(that]  are  part  of  every  great  Bible 
study  experience": 

•  Scripture:  "The  Bible  is  the 
textbook  for  our  Sunday 
Schools,"  Francis  said,  while 
curriculum  is  a  means  to  teach¬ 
ing  the  Bible  in  a  comprehen¬ 
sive;  focused,  and  theologically 
appropriate  way. 

The  key  to  discovery  teach¬ 
ing  and  learning  is  asking  ques¬ 
tion^  Askirw  questions  is  a  learn¬ 
ing  method  that  is  appropriate 
for  all  ages  and  learning  styles." 

•  Story:  "People  don*t  just 
have’  a  story;  they  ’are’  a 
story,"  Francis  said,  noting 
that  stories  help  connect 
experience  with  Scripture. 
To  discover  someone's  story, 
ask  'What's  your  story?  How 
does  your  story  intersect 
with  God's  story r" 


Jesus  is  the  perfect  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  storyteller,  Francis 
noted.  "If  you  look  at  how 
He  answered  questions, 
many  times  it  was  not  with  a 
direct  answer,  but  with  a 
story,  a  parable.  This  led  peo¬ 
ple  to  discover  the  answer  to 
their  own  questions." 

•  Shepherding:  "People 
need  to  be  led;  there  is  secu¬ 
rity  in  knowing  that  some¬ 
one  is  looking  out  for  them," 
Francis  said,  describing 
shepherding  as  the  24/7/36$ 
ministry  of  Sunday  School. 

"As  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
or  leader;  you  need  to  know 
your  sheep,  your  flock,"  he  said, 
just  tike  the  Good  Shepherd, 
you  may  have  to  go  out  of  your 
way  to  locate  a  missing  one." 

Free  downloads  for  Sunday 
School  leaders  and  teachers 
are  available  at 

LifeWay.com  /  Sunda  vSchool . 
Next  year's  National  Black 
Sunday  School  Conference 
will  be  Oct.  28-29  at  LifeWay 
in  Nashville. 
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i  SjrlTifMi  Church,  Wesson 


7.  BUctdedgr  and  the  Neals 


1.  Slay  den  Church,  SLayden, 
recently  held  a  silent  auction 
to  raise  funds  for  the  church 
benevolence  fund,  with 


auction  and  sale  of 
made  stew,  red  beans  and 
rice,  and  desserts. 

2.  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  will 


Keyboards  and  Carols 
Dec.  5, 3  p.m. 

3.  Holly  Springs  Church, 
Foxworth,  will  observe  the 


Foxworth,  will  observe  the 
Hanging  of  the  Green  Nov. 
28,  TO  a.m.  Ron  Jordan, 
pastor. 

Antioch  Church,  Union, 
attended  Glory  Days  Youth 
Camp  in  Benton,  Term.,  in 
July.  Shown  are  the  partid- 
prmtn 

Members  of  Park  Haven 
Church,  Laurel,  collected  and 
distributed  over  150  coats  to 
those  in  need  of  a  coat  for  the 
winter.  Coats  still  available. 
Shown  are  foe  participants. 

Sytvarena  Church,  Wesson, 

ordained  deacons  serving  in 


1  The  Bryans 
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Cana  way,  Jerry  Westbrooks, 
jenry^  Carter,  and  Buddy 

7.  Pint  Church,  Quitman,  pre¬ 
sented  pastor  Gene  Neal  and 
his  wife  Linda  a 


years  of  service.  Shown  are 
Fred  Bladdedge  and  the 
Neds. 

8.  Fellowship  Church, 

Starkville,  honored  pastor 
Dickie  Biyan  and  his  wife 
Donna  with  a  reception  and 
money  tree  during  Pastor 
Appreciation  Month.  Shown 
are  the  Bryans. 

9.  Sebastopol  Church, 

Sebastopol,  ordained  Daniel 
Ogletiee  and  commissioned 
Ogletree  and  Brandonlones 
as  deacons  Sept  19,  Shown 

are  Jones,  J.  dark,  and 

Ogletiee. 

10.  Central  Church,  Lincoln 
Association,  ordained  David 
Dunn  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
pastor  Ryan  Thurman,  Dunn, 
and  Mike  McKee. 

11.  Temple  Church, 

Mendenhall,  recognized 
tneir  pastor,  jack  wooaara, 
and  his  wife  Qara  with  a  lun- 
cneon,  ceieorating  tneir  nve 
year  anniversary  at  the 

'^church.  Shown  are  the 
Woodards. 


10.  Central  Church,  Lincoln  Association 
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investment  that  beats  low 


Ask  us  about  ".!> 
Guaranteed  Income 
Growth  Rider 


O'Mire  Financial 
1  >800-844-3254 
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MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENT 


SAVE 

up  to 

40% 

L.D.  O'Mire 
Insurance 

Ridgebnd,  MS  J. 
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1-800-844-3254 
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Former  homosexual  reaches  out  to  others  like  him 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
''Maybe  you  are  attracted  to 
men  like  I  am,  and  you  won¬ 
der  if  God  loves  you." 

That's  how  Jonathan  Ervin,  a 
former  practicing  homosexual 
begins  a  video  titled,  Does  God 
Love  Gay  People?  The  video  is 
posted  at  TnieLife.org,  a  web¬ 
site  which  offers  numerous 
videos  of  theological  experts 
relaying  biblical  answers  to 
many  moral  and  cultural  issues. 

Whether  God  loves  homo¬ 
sexuals  may  not  matter  to  some 
"because  you  don't  believe  in 
God  or  maybe  you  just  don't 
care  what  God  thinks,"  Ervin,  a 
1980  graduate  of  Liberty 
University,  says  in  the  video. 
"These  conclusions  have  proba¬ 
bly  been  made  because  of  poor 
examples  of  cruel  people  who 
profess  to  love  God.  They've 
held  up  signs  that  insult  and 
demonize  gays  and  lesbians." 

"Well  i  know  now  more 
than  ever  that  those  people  are 
misguided  and  bigoted.  If  any¬ 
one  truly  loves  God,  they 
would  know  that  you're  sup¬ 
posed  to  treat  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.  The  true  answer  to  our 
question,  TX«  God  love  you  if 
you're  gay,'  is,  'Yea/"  Ervin  says 
in  a  narrative  between  dips  of 
Liberty  professors  who  provide 
a  theological  foundation  to  sup¬ 
port  his  answer. 


"God  made  us,  and  He 
knows  what  is  best  for  us," 
Ervin  states.  "The  Bible  says  not 
to  lie,  not  to  steal  not  to  lust,  and 
these  commands  were  not  put  in 
place  to  keep  you  from  having 
tun;  they  are  to  protect  you  " 
People  can  benefit  from 
"every  teaching  in  the  Bible,"  he 
notes.  "Think  of  all  the  trouble 

Cu  have  gotten  into  when  you 
ve  followed  temptation  and 
not  done  the  right  thing,"  Ervin 
states.  "Does  the  temptation 
make  it  right?  No,  it  doesn't 
Just  because  you  are  tempted  to 
do  something  doesn't  mean 
that  it  is  what  is  best  for  you." 

Darren  Wu,  professor  of 
contemporary  issues  at 
Liberty,  notes  in  his  clip,  "God 
established  boundaries  for  us 
because  He  loves  us,  including 
very  clear  boundaries  on  the 
expression  of  our  sexuality  " 
wu  rites  a  list  of  sins  found 
in  Leviticus  18.6-16  —  incest. 


are  found  in  the  New 
Testament  "1  think  it's  impor¬ 
tant  for  us  to  note  that  while 
this  list  mentions  homosexual 
behavior,  it  is  not  listed  first" 
Wu  states,  "and  it  is  not  sin¬ 
gled  out  as  something  worse 
than  the  others.  It  is  merely 
one  of  many  distortions  of 


sex"  not  intended  by  God  for 
His  human  creations. 

Ervin  recounts  that  while 
engaging  in  homosexual’ 
behaviors  "I  knew  deep  down 
that  I  was  not  doing  what 
Jesus  would  want  me  to,  and  I 
had  a  deep  suspicion  that  I 
was  going  to  pay  for  it." 
Diagnosed  with  full-blown 
AIDS,  Ervin  states  that  he 
might  die  at  any  time. 

No  longer  seeking  love  and 
acceptance  through  homosex¬ 
uality,  Ervin  saia,  "I  have  a 
relationship  with  Christ  that  I 
only  previously  read  about  in 
a  book."  Ervin's  journey  away 
from  homosexuality  and  into  a 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ 
is  dmmiefed  in  a  book  he's 
written  titled.  My  Secret  Place: 
Living  with  AIDS  A  Addiction 
—  A  Man  Who  Gave  Up 
Homosexuality  for  God. 

Ervin  says  ne  believes  God 
pontinM*1*  to  give  him  health  so 
he  can  share  me  hope  offered  by 
Jesus  and  also  warn  practicing 
homosexuals  of  the  dangers  they 
face.  The  video  includes  statisti¬ 
cal  data  of  such  dangers  as: 

•  a  4000%  increase  in  anal  can¬ 
cer  for  those  engaging  in  homo¬ 
sexual  intercourse;  double  that  for 
those  who  are  WV-pcxative 

•  AIDS  is  the  fifth-leading 
cause  of  death  among  those 
aged  26-44,  the  vast  majority  of 


new  cases  are  contracted  by  men 
who  have  sex  with  men. 

•  life  expectancy  towered  by 
anywhere  from  10-30  years. 

Will  Honeycutt,  also  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  contemporary  issues 
at  Liberty,  rites  columnist  and 
gay  advocate  Andrew  Sullivan, 
who  "acknowledges  that,  even 
as  homosexuality  gains  greater 
and  greater  social  acceptance, 
death  is  still  a  major  concern 
to  the  homosexual/ 

In  fact,  Sullivan  says,  death 
is  intrinsic  to  the  gay  lifestyle, 
that  'for  gay  men  in  America 
...death  is  less  an  event  than 
an  environment.'" 

The  TrueLife.org  video 
points  viewers  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  answer  to  souls  sickened 
with  sin.  "I  think  if  you  are 
honest  with  yourself,  you  will 
admit  that  sex  has  neither  ful¬ 


filled  your  innermost  needs 
nor  healed  your  deepest 
hurts,"  Honeycutt  states.  "I 
may  be  wron&  but  I  believe 
that  as  long  as  you  pursue  sex, 
money,  stains  or  anything  else, 
instead  of  the  God  who  made 
you,  you  will  continue  to  expe¬ 
rience  emptiness  in  life." 

The  video  dearly  sets  forth 
how  to  have  a  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ  "Become  a 
Christian,"  Ervin  says.  "The 
transition  to  a  new  way  of  life 
won't  be  easy,  but  it  win  be 
worth  it  You  will  be  amazed  at 
how  the  Holy  Spirit  will  help 
you  overcome  temptation,  and 
you  will  never  regret  following 
God.  You  were  made  for  Him." 

Editor's  note.  For  morrirtformo- 
tiort  about  Jonathan  Ervin ,  go  to 
wiMD.jonathaneruinxom. 
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y  Rick  Henson 

The  First  Ce 


The  First  Century  church 
powerfully  represented  Christ  to 
Israel  and  beyond.  Acts  241-47 
states,  'Then  they  that  gladly 
received  his  word  were  baptized: 
and  the  same  day  there  were 
added  unto  them  about  three 
thousand  souls.  And  they  contin¬ 
ued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles' 
doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in 
breaking  of  bread,  and  in 
prayers. ...  And  they,  continuing 
daily  with  one  accord  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  breaking  bread  from 
house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat 
with  gladness  awl  singleness  of 
heart  Praising  God,  and  having 
favor  with  all  me  people.  And  the 
Lord  added  to  the  crunch  daily 
such  as  should  be  saved."  (KJV). 

Sadly,  few  contemporary 
churches  resemble  the  early 
church,  and  few  exhibit  the 

E  3  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  did 
Modem  evarmehcal  church¬ 
es  more  on  those  in  atten¬ 


dance  than  those  outside 
the  church  walk.  IVople 
were  saved  daily  in  the  H 
New  Testament  church. 

Joday  we  recognize  any  church 
tnat  reaches  one  or  two  a  week  m 
setting  the  pace  in  evar^ebsnv 
Jew  churches  in  the  entire 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
baptize  more  than  one  person  a 
day  on  average  Only  two 
churches  in  our  Stale  Convention 
come  dose  to  that  Most  baptize  a 
few  a  yeac  much  less  a  week. 

How  can  we  expect  lost  peo¬ 
ple  to  come  to  our  churches  if  we 
are  not  doing  what  God  calls  us 
to  do?  The  early  church  had  favor 
with  aflpeopk  had  gladness  and 
angleness  of  heart,  and  repre¬ 
sented  Christ  dairy  in  the  Temple. 
Few  contemporary  churches 
resemble  the  First  Century 
^owh.  After  thirty-five  years  as 
a  pastor  of  Southern  Baptist 
Churches  1  believe  I  know  why 
many  churches  today  are  not 
New  Testament  churches. 


Many  churches 
today  are  Membm- 
Onhf  churches.  Those 
churches  are  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  new  mem¬ 
bers  only  in  keeping 
the  ones  they  already 
have.  Members-Only 
church  members  make 
it  dear  that  the  church 
!MO°  «s  a  closed  society.  This 
church  says  Trs  us 
four  and  no  more  *  These 

churches  do  not  have  visitation, 

are  onjv  interested  in  the  dul- 
dren  of  members  being  saved, 
and  rarefy  support  any  mission 
auses.  They  usually  give  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  trike 
an  ottering  for  Lottie  Moon,  but 
never  reach  out  to  anyone. 
Members-Only  churches  do  not 
represent  Christ  to  the  world, 
and  do  not  resemble  the  New 
Testament  church. 

I  served  as  pastor  of  one  of 

these.  A  Lady  actually  told  me 
that  she  did  not  care  about  any¬ 
one  outside  the  church,  as  long 
as  her  needs  were  met  I  asked 
hec  “What  about  the  great 
Commission?*  She  answered 
that  she  did  not  care  what  the 
BMe  said.  She  was  happy  with 
whom  we  already  had  at 
church.  End  of  discussion. 


Other  churches  are  Urifm- 
Onhf  churches.  These  chmdws 
welcome  visitors  to  church  ser¬ 
vices  They  love  to  have  guests 

teadenfup  pontoons  for  at  least  a 
decade  or  two.  These  posaiore 
are  reserved  for  the  kruMerm 


membtrshk)  only  There 
es  wouldn't  fet  outs* 


up  a  position  on  a  church  mm. 
intee  to  a  new  person.  I  served 
as  the  pateor  of  a  few  of  these  as 


Explore  the  Bible 

Being  Respectful 


VkitorvOnlv  churches  do  not 
represent  Christ  to  die  world, 
and  do  not  resemble  the  New 
Testament  church. 

Other  churches  are 
Who%oever-  Will-Maf-Come 
churches  There  repami*  Ovist 
tothe  world  and  are  more  bketfo 
hot  Century  Christian  church 

wStSSkm  neW 

far  them.  They  recogn ire”Sat 

church  They  understand  that 
serving  God  is  a  gilt  bora  God 
and  not  to  be  kept  frcwn  amre 

pao 


d«f  they  wfl  be  saved,  welcome 
them  into  the  church  prays  w 
that  God  wiDmakeSSiSS 

far  Chnst  The  Maow' WiT 
Mjy-Cbme  church  airnibm 
pnetioe  Galatians  3c2&wfed> 
"Ihor  k  nother  )nr  mr 

anato  bowl  nor 

fawwfafarjya»  alone  in  Chrik 
V***.'  OCJVL  They  obey  the 

Luke  1433  vshere  the  Lord  swd. 
-Co  out  ■*>  the  Nghwjvs»d 
hedges,  and  compel  them  to 
«■»  to.  that  mv  house  mav  be 

fitet-ocm  - 

Which  best  describes  vour 
church?  Memb<T>.-Onl\ 
®  Whoaoew- 
WiIL  May -Come?  You  can 
make  a  dirierenoe  ^  gwery 

if*  U*  ■«.  what  type  oi 
church  would  my  chunh  be’ 
The  New  TestamoU  Church 

changed  the  world.  The  21st 
Century  Church  can  do  the 
same  by  the  power  of  the  Hotv 
Spirit.  Let's  aet  Him  do  it. 


Ephesians  fc  1-9 


[  Melleen  Moore 


Making  the  choice  to  be 
respectful  for  the  believer 
should  be  rather  easy.  Being 
made  in  God's  image,  having 
the  examples  of  Jesus  and  being 
taught  in  the  scripture  are  foun¬ 
dational  for  'being  respectful'. 
These  actions  of  respect  bring 
joy  to  living  in  the  spirit  caus¬ 
ing  us  to  lift  our  head  a  little 
higher  and  broaden  our  smile  a 
littie  wider.  Jesus  put  this  in 
perspective  when  he  said. 
Whatever  you  want  others  to 
do  to  you,  do  also  the  same  for 
thenT  (Matthew  7;  12,  HCSB). 

Respect  for  Parents 
Ephesians  fcl-3 
The  audience  is  children  and 
the  command  is  to  obey.  The 
scripture  gives  some  examples 
of  reasons  for  showing  respect. 
Warren  Wiersbe  (Tne  Bible 
Exposition  Commentary,  New 


Testament,  Volume  2, 
pages  52-53)  says  it  this 
way.  The  first  of  four 
examples  is  walking  “in 
the  Lord*  (Ephesians  &1,  I 
HCSB) — the  desire  of  the 
believer's  heart  to  please  God. 
The ,  second  example  is 
“because  it  is  right*  (Ephesians 
6cl,  HCSB) — from  the  goodness 
of  a  spirit-filled  heart  Example 
number  three  is  calling  for 
'honor'  identifying  it  as  the 
'first  commandment  with  a 
promise*  (Ephesians  6:  2, 
HCSB).  Honor  is  to  show  love 
with  respect  which  indudes 
caring  for  parents  as  needed. 
This  honor  should  reflect  on 


blessings  from  obedi- 
goweir--ha|v 
piness  and  peace  and 
live  long' — life  not 
shortened  by  danger 
and  sin.  The  phrSse 
'in  the^larad'  »rit^ 


- Testament — Exodus 

Koore  20:12  refers  to  the  dd- 
dren  of  Israel  as  thev 
entered  the  promised  land  of 
Canaan.  A  few  years  back  there 
was  a  popular  question, 'What 
would  Jesus  do?  This  is  rei 
apdy  question  lo  ask  regarding 
respect  for  parents,  h  could  be 
answered  with  'doirw  the  will 
of  the  Heavenly  Father'  an 
example  set  by  Jesus  in  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane. 


positive  is  to  trrin  or  retrod  as 

God  would - both  Hi«ripliw» 

and  nurturing.  Consistent  and 
loving  correction  bongs  assur¬ 
ance  and  OMfUt nee  while  nur 

self 

desire  both’parente 

and  God. 


so  cxir  vk’ark  is  to  be 
pleasing  Id  Him  nidi  a  gpnd 
dtbdc  “as  to  the  Load* 
(Ephesians  6:7  HCSB). 

leaped  for  Workers 
npbi  i  mi  4c  9 
The  amfircce  is  'masters* 

ness  and  equahn  There  should 
be  no  threatening  between 


both  the  care  giver  and  the 
recipient  The  fourth  example 
speaks  of  the  promise  for  obe¬ 
dience  “it  will  go  well  with  you 
and  that  you  may  have  a  long 
life  in  the  land*  (Ephesians  fcj 
HCSB).  This  pictures  two 


and  the 


The  audience  is  fathers' 
referring  to  both  parents.  Paul 
suggests  a  negative— "don't 
stir  up  anger*  and  a  positive 
“bring  them  up*  (Ephesians  6c 
i  HCSB)  in  giving  instructions 
for  raising  children.  The  nega¬ 
tive  'don  r  is  a  warning  to  pte- 


^Ahhougjh  employers  may 

irwhe  days  of  Ami 

The  make-up  of  the  church 

«^hg^aud»CTMe  as  'slaves'. 

ed  practxe,  it  oomnonkmn 
nustreatment  of  the  indhriduaL 
Paul's  emphasis  is  for  the  slave 
to  honor  God  in  his  actions  and 
affif^le  with  “smoerity  of  your 
heart,  as  to  Christ*  (Ephesians  6c 
5,  HCSB).  SpecAoOy  the 
believer  slave  or  free  is  to  be 
a  Christian  wherever  and  in 


role  of  employer  or  emloyce. 
so  actions  should  reflect  the 
inu^ge  of  God  In  the  wonts  of 
the  old  hymn  More  Lite  The 
Masftec  by  Charles  Gabriel  die 
believer  is  reminded  lo  lney  fee 
focus  ca  Chris?  ur  Lord.  “More 
Hoe  the  Master  ouldeverbe 
Mored  Ik  i  inr<i  more 

oomeuatBor^or  work  He  bids 
me  da* 


Ckur^l  PtSL 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pubish 
news  and  photographs  of  sped*  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mtesfestppi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submftted  lor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  primed  on  6  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardued 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AM  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
w«  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronical 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maM  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Autographs  mus 
scape-,  bufcfing-, 
wB  be  printed, 
tographs  cen  be 


people.  No! 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  sphere  detais  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  personas 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
wNte.  Instant  photos  and  cKgM  printouts  are 
not  reprodudbte.  DigftaJ  photos  may  be  used  V 


srtmflted  as  a  JPEG  Be  vte  eBwr  ft*  wmal. 
W  •saaarvHhlwi  rich  loppy  ctisk,or(c)CD 
Photos  must  be  ctear,  slurp*  and  waMghted 
CM  phone  photographs  and  otwr  low  resolu¬ 
tion  asms  ara  generate  not  pubWtebte 


»Bas  for  secular  or 
Inotb*  pubfcshed.  C 


bo  published  on  a  spuoe-avteWbte  basis. 

SuteiB  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Boa  530,  Jackson,  MS 
390054)530  FAX:  (601)  29M330.  EnM 
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NeB  J.  A  George  Am 

s  t - 
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Willis  R.  Herman 

Ms  A  Mrs  Floyd  E.  Fuqua 
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Chuck  A  Mary  Henderson 
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Mm  A  Stuart  Allen 


Rseor  A  Martha  Douglas 
Mrs  Peggy  Able  HiDs 
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Daroara  wunamnn  m 


Mrs  Virgie  L  Davis 
Dsnny  A  Am  Moore 
Ds  Harold  L  Htts 

Mrs  Marjorie  M.  Carter 
Mrs  Edith  Fitzgerald 

Mrs  JohnrtieW.  Brock 
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Scott  Lori  A  Canon 
McMullen 


Mrs  Loitise  Buckner 

Mr.  A  Mrs  E.  J.  Grisham  Sr. 
Kay  Buchanan  Burtiaon 
Ms  Gordon  Burliaon 
BQIy  Bush 

Mrs  Charlotte  Wken 


ABoe  Floyd 

Glen  A  Donna  King 
Mary  Ndl  Fortenberry 
KA  A  Mis  Paul  Pace 
Mrs  Tana  FortMherrv 

Mrs  Mary  Ruth  Hartford 
JamraL.  Fortner 

Mrs  Jo  Am  R.  Slone 
Ms  Jmm  Faster 

Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Jack  Fowler 

James  A  Mary  Alts  Clark 
Mrs  Ella  Freeman 

Ret  A  Janet  Burrow 
Ms  Raymond  Fulton 
A  Friend 

Mis  Rubve  Fulton 

Frands  A  Rusadl  Caffey 
Danny  Core  Funderbuxg 
Ms  A  Mis  Prank  N. 
McFhsfl 


Merle  Gandy 
Ms  Bet) 


Ms  A  Mrs  Dennis  Moak 
Bitty  A  Jerry  Ruasefl 
Edith  Monts 

Faithful  Workers  Easteide 
BC  Pearl 
Ms  Palsy  Dyeae 
Abbra  Moody 

Ms  A  Mrs  Hoyd  E  Fuqua 

Mrs  Lovoraa  Moose 

Ms  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenibns 
Mrs  VfcnaFYori  Moore 

Ms  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Doris  Morgan 

Mrs  Charlotte  When 
Bill  Rush  Moaby 

Ds  Jade  Ql  Carney 
Jimmy  Mum 

rvayne sc  ram  cowaras 
Mrs  G.  W.  Myrick 

Mrs  Joe  D.  Roberts 
mis  Myras  Mane  niames 
Mss  Don  Murray 
Ms  A  Mrs  Ed  Abd 
James  A  Mary  Alta  Clark 
Ms  A  Mrs  Gary  L  Jacobs 
Mrs  Erma  Lee  Nobles 

Reece  A  Martha  Douglas 
Mrs  Grace  Novak 

Arlington  Heights  BC 


Patty  A  Beth  Am  Sullender 
Ms  flffl  Pesrrow 

Mrs  Dot  G.  Griffin 


Famih 

Mrs  Doro% -DoT  Hobbs 
Arlington  Heights  BC 

Jim  Ho^^*^011^* 

Ms!  Anita  G  Mohamed 
Mrs  Betty  Halley 

Ms  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Lmn  HoBoway 

lAf.im  ,  X.  P  .  til  r  J,  .  j 

rvayne  c  rata  cowaras 
Mrs  Adche  Mae  Holloway 

Mrs  Martha  Smith  Gaughf 
Bitty  A  Bthd  Whitten 
Mrs  Betty  Hunt 


James  (Bubba)  McClain 

Ms  A  Mrs  Larry  A.  Cooley 
Ms  Howvd  McCord 

Gail  A  Jimmy  Bruton 
Ms  A  Mrs  John  W.  Potter 
Mrs  Mary  McDonald 

Ralph  A  Sadie  QuroO 
Ds  A  Mrs  Linud  D.  Jayroe 
Susan  A  Tony  Kinton 
Bettye  A  Scott  McCay 
Annie  Chariton  McKWey 
East  Louisville  BC- 
Ixxiisville 
Ms  Cecil  Crowell 

Thebns  Ruth  MdCnteht 


Robert  A  JoAm  Green 


Ds  A  Mrs  James  H  May 
Dixie  Hawkins  Petrie 

Phdene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Dt  Arthur  Coleman  Pickle 
*  Ms  A  Mrs  Jknmy  Jenkins 
Ms  James  CFtiay 
Maggie  norter 

Wayne  A  Patti  Edwards 


Mis  Maye  Betty  Hunt 

Ms  A  Mrs  James  G  Brents 

Sarah  Ndl  Ivey 

Jim  A  June  Blair 
Oaolvy 

Tom  A  Bettye  Coward 
Joritua  Jamison 

Mrs  EnC  Peters 
Eleanor  B.Jemberg 

Frank  A  Sandra  Croethwait 
Ms  William -BUT  Johnson 

Ms  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
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Larry  A  Sylvia  Melton 
John  Paul  Jones 

Ms  A  Mrs  Cari  Tarver 
Mrs  Effie  Bums  Jones 

Ms  A  Mis  Jimmy  Jenldns 
Ds  Fktis  HaneB  Josrv 
Ms  James  G  Peay 


Employment  Opportunity 

the  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-mi ndecL  hus¬ 
band  and  wife  teams,  without  dependent  children  or 
petR  to  serve  in  the  position  of  Hcxiseparents.  The  cou¬ 
ples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with  personal 
integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  staff.  They  receive  a  salary  with  bene¬ 
fits  and  are  provided  a  private  bedroom  and  meals  while 
on  duty.  The  primary  Job  responsibility  of  Houseparents 
is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth 
residents.  They  are  the  primary  caregiver  and  help  with 
everything  from  transportation  and  novnework  to  laun¬ 
dry  and  meals  when  on  duty.  Housenarent  responsibili¬ 
ty*1  •**  varied  and  somewhat  dependent  upon  which 
campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  assigned. 
Howevet  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical 
mental  and  emotional  health.  They  must  be  cooperative 
and  comfortable  working  in  a  team  environment.  An 
application  is  available  at- 

www.oapdstchildrensvilUge.com 
or  may  be  reouested  from  Celeste  Csde  at 
ccadetifoaptistchildremvillage.com  or  601-922-2242 
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BajrfcJoryRmrf 
Ms.  Marina  Radii? 

Dc  fc  Mrs.  Lnuri  D  tarot 
Richard  Raacnhont 

Ralph.  Cheryl  Laghli 

NkftMis.  Jhnenie  D. 


Moody  SSC 


Bob  A  Annette  Robertron 
Smith 

wune  Mocnant 

Branch  BC-Morton 
Donnie  Mitchefl 

Ms.  Helen  Russom 
Mrs.  James  Mitchefl 

George  A  Claudette  Fault 


Thanksgiving  A  Christmas 
Food  Needs 

The  Baptist  Children's  Wlsy  is  getting  ready  far  the 
ThanLsghAng  and  Chnstmas  KobcUys.  As  w<?  prepare  for 

these  speaal  days  we  ask  that  you  oonaider  helping  us  svilh 

our  holiday  grboetv  list  foBowing  items  nwv  be  coh 

lected  and  donated  to  one  trf  The  Baptist  Children's  VDlage 
campuses. 

PVttse  cortact  the  campus  nearest  you  to  schedule  defcv- 
«y.  Farrow  Manor  Campus  (Independence)  662-233-2155. 
Reedy  Acres  Campus  OVster  Valley)  662-473-3717;  Ramey 
Cottage  (Nanih  Waiys)  662-S2^M0;  Pt.wdl-Walle>' 
C«npus  (Waynesboro)  662-552-0830;  Didterson  Place 
Campus  (Brookhaven)  601-833^104  and  Deanreh  Camnts 
(Wiggins)  601-928-4599.  Foe  more  information  mdrete 


Turkeys 

Conned  Vegetables  {an,  green  boons,  ptos,  ek.) 
Cranberry  Sauce 
Chidken  brofb 

Brownie  and  other  dessert  mixes 

Chocolate,  Butterscotch  &  Peanut  Butter  Chips 
Combread  &  muffin  mixes  n 

Tea  bags 
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spoke  at  his  home  church  every  time  he 
came  back  home  on  leave  from  Fort 
Lewis,  Wa.  When  he  returned  to  duty, 
he  was  a  witness  for  Christ  every  day 
on  the  battlefield  leading  up  his  death 
in  Afghanistan  on  Oct.  2/,  2009. 

Jackson  was  five  months  into  his 
second  tour  of  duty  in  Kandahar  when 
he  and  six  of  his  seven  crew  members 
were  killed  after  an  improvised  explo¬ 
sive  device  (IED)  struck  their  vehicle. 
He  served  as  the  commander  of  a 
Stryker,  an  eight-wheeled  armored 
mash-up  of  a  tank  and  a  Humvee. 

His  battalion  on  his  first  tour,  based 
out  of  Fort  Drum,  N.Y.,  suffered  heavy 
casualties.  His  was  to  be  the  first 
Stryker  brigade  deployed  to 
Afghanistan,  and  his  wife  Kristen  said 
he  icnew  before  he  left  that  his  unit 
likely  would  suffer  similar  losses. 

Even  though  Jackson  left  behind  a 
baby  boy,  Enoch,  who  is  now  2,  and  a 
daughter,  Eden,  bom  six  weeks  after 
his  death,  Kristen  said  she  knows  he 
died  doing  his  duty  for  his  country 
and,  more  importantly,  for  his  Lord. 


tary,  she  said.  "He  was  constantly 
having  debates  with  the  guys  and 
they  were  always  starting  arguments 
on  God,  Christianity,  or  evolution  and 
stuff  like  that." 

Since  he  was  an  infantryman  and 
served  on  the  front  lines,  he  was  sur¬ 
rounded  mostly  by  men  with  anti- 
Christian  attitudes.  "It's  pretty  rare  to 
find  godly  men  in  the  military;  they're 
few  and  far  between,"  Kristen  said. 4 He 
was  kind  of  a  lone  ranger  when  it  came 
to  being  a  Christian.  He  had  noproblem 

U~u.in8 

Jacraon  was  tne  youngest  or  mree 

brothers.  His  father  was  killed  when  he 
was  only  18  months  old  and.  in 
Kristen's  words,  'lie  wasn't  a  good  kid." 

"I  asked  him  one  time,  'Why  were 

Eso  bad?'"  she  recounted.  "He  was 
angry.  He  got  better  —  legally  at 
t  —  aa  he  got  a  little  older. 


IFUL  —  Sgt.  Issac  Jackson,  who  died  Oct.  27 
ck  an  IED  (improvised  explosive  device),  wa< 
»re  also  killed  In  the  explosion.  (BP  photo) 


i  died  Oct.  1 


ile  commanding  a  Styker  fighting  vehicle  in  Afghanistan 
being  bold  about  his  Christian  faith.  Six  members  of  his 


It  wasn't  until  Jackson  accepted 
Christ  just  before  his  22nd  birthday 
that  he  made  up  for  not  having  an 
earthly  fattier  by  accepting  Ytts  IWV * 
enly  rather.  He  joined  rirst  Church  in 
Lathrop,  Mo.,  where  he  was  discipled 
by  the  church's  music  minister, 
Donnie  Quinn. 

Though  Kristen  accepted  Christ  as 
her  Savior  at  the  age  of  five,  she  "got 
totally  off  track"  in  nigh  school.  When 


they  connected  through  their  church 
in  the  small  community  north  of 
Kansas  City,  they  began  their  disciple- 
snip  joumer  together 

Issac  and  Knsten  began  dating  in 
March  2004,  and  he  enlisted  in  the 
Army  the  following  May.  They  were 
engaged  five  months  later  ana  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  18,  2004. 

"We  came  back  to  Jt»us  at  the  same 
time,"  Kristen  said.  "We  provided  good 


accountability  for  each  other.  Even 
when  he  was  stationed  somewhere,  we 
were  good  for  each  other  in  that" 

Even  now,  a  year  after  his  death, 
Isaac's  faith  is  making  a  difference 
"I've  had  a  couple  of  soldiers  find  me 
on  Facebook  and  tell  me  about  the 
talks  they  had  with  Issac  about  God 
and  Jesus,"  Kristen  said.  "They  said 
that  talking  with  him  changed  their 
opinions  of God  and  Christians." 


Black  Hawk  Down  chaplain:  be  willing  to  risk  all  for  Jesus  Christ 
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WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  As  •  chaplain 
in  the  U.S.  Army,  Major  Jeff  Struecker  said  he 
admires  those  like  Caleb  who  are  willing  to 
risk  it  all. 

The  decorated  chaplain,  who  was  depicted 
in  the  movie  Black  Hawk  Down  in  the  battle  of 
Mogadishu,  Somalia,  was  the  guest  speaker  in 
chapel  Oct.  27  at  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

Struecker  spoke  on  the  example  of  Caleb, 
preaching  from  Joshua  14:6-1$  recounting 
Caleb's  request  to  move  into  the  promised 
land.  "I'm  a  fan  of  men  and  women  who  are 
willing  to  risk  it  all  for  Jesus  Christ,"  Struecker 
said.  Noting  that  Caleb  and  Joshua  were  the 
only  two  who  had  enough  faith  to  desire  to 
move  into  the  Promised  Land,  Struecker  said 
believers  likewise  must  "practice  faith  if 


the  land  and  I  know  God,  who  has  always  been 
faithful  will  be  faithful  to  us  in  the  future." 

"It  is  this  that  inspires  me  more  than  any¬ 
thing:  else,"  Struecker  said.  "This  man  is  say¬ 
ing,  ^Without  God  on  my  side,  there  is  no  way 
I'll  win,  and  with  Him  on  my  side,  there’s  no 
way  1'U  lose/" 

m  God's  army,  Struecker  said,  all  believers 
are  "generals"  under  the  command  of  the 
Great  Commander,  with  certain  expectations 
of  actions  in  battle. 

"He  is  calling  you  to  take  risks.  If  you  think 


believers  likewise  must  "practice  tattn  it 
you're  going  to  learn  to  risk  it  all." 

This  is  what  Joshua  and  Caleb  had  been 
doing  since  first  seeking  to  go  into  the  Promised 
Lana  against  the  advice  oflO  of  their  compan- 


you  want  a  ministry  that  is  comfortable,  you 
nave  something  seriously  wrong,"  Struecker 
•aid. 

"Some  of  the  most  difficult  mission  fields 
are  still  out  there  and  it's  my  prayer  you  will 
say,  'Give  me  the  most  difficult  mission  and 
I'll  go,  knowing  You  will  be  faithful  to  me/" 

Because  of  mis  faith  in  God's  faithfulness 
and  ability  to  conquer,  Caleb  received  a  God¬ 
sized  reward,  Struecker  said.  "God  over- 
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Jeff  Struecker,  of  Black  Hawk  Down  fame, 
ry  student*  in  Wake  Forest  N.C.,  on  Oct  27 
'Give  me  the  most  difficult  mission  and  I'll  go, 
\bu  will  be  faithful  to  me.'  (BP  phoklfjp^'  :  « 


the  only  two  men  who  had  the  kind  of  faith  to 
My,  'Our  God  is  big  enough,'"  the  chaplain  Mid. 

"You  can't  My  you've  exercised  your  faith  until 
you've  stepped  into  the  dark  and  naked  it  all." 

It  was  this  faith  that  stirred  Caleb  40  years 
later  to  confidently  take  on  the  God -sired  task 
of,  once  again,  making  the  request  to  go  into 
and  take  the  promised  land,  Struecker  said. 


and  take  the  promised  land,  struecker  Mid. 
paraphrasing  Caleb's  words  to  Joshua:  "...if 
you  will  let  me,  my  family  and  I  will  go  into 


»  victory  I 

had  rest  'from  war/"  he  Mia.  quoting 
verse  15. 

"Because  he  was  a  man  of  faith,  willing  to 
bet  it  all  on  the  Lord,  there  was  really  no  bat¬ 
tle  at  all  and  the  city  of  Hebron  belongs  to 
Israel  today,"  Struecker  Mid.  "My  prayer  is 
that  you  would  do  something  radical  across 
the  globe  because  of  your  faith  in  Jesus.  Say, 
'Give  me  that  hill  country.  Give  me  victory  for 
our  Savior  Jesus  Christ.'* 
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